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Looking back on PLL18

The 18 International Conference on Pragmatics and Language Learning (PLL18) wa
hosted by the JALT Pragmatics SIG and Kobe Uni@rSichool of Languages and
Communication from July6lto 19, 2010. Since this was the first time in2&year history

that the event had been held outside the U.S. and the first time the SIG had hosted su
major internationals event, it was decided to produce this special feature issue of 1

Pragmatic Matters newsletter to look back and celebrate the many accomplishments
have achieved through this conference.

In the heat of the summer, Kobe w#se cool place to be for.2 pragmatics researchers
from over thirty different countries. Their inputalong with the hard work of the
dedicated conferenceommittee, made for astimulating three day event.
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The Pragmatics and Language Learnin
Conference originated at the University
of lllinois, UrbanaChampaign in the
1980s. The conference serves as a
forum for research in the pragmatics of
the language learning process and
encourages interactiondiween
scholars involved in pragmatics and
language pedagogy.

The next PLL conference (PLL19) will §
held in 2012 at Indiana University
Purdue University (IUPUI) in
Indianapolis USA.

Over 250 classroom teachers,
academics and graduastudents took
part in the three day conference
Presenters and participants came from
Japan and other parts of Asia, the USA
Australia and Europe.




Areport onthe presentationsat PLL18

With so many fascinating presentations at the conference, it would be
Impossible to review them all, so this report will pick up on just a few.

We will begin by taking a brief look at th competence of L2 learners, witl
three plenary sessions. The conferen presentations by Noel Houck, Jeanowy,
kicked off with an inspiring address Blsan Donna Fujimoto and David Olsher on tr
Wong who wove her personal family stor ways that such competencies ar
into an account of how she came to b manifestedin the situated practices of turn
interested in Conversation Analysis (CA) a design, preference and sequential structur
where she sees the relationship between C Finally, there was also a panel on tf
and Applied Inguistics heading into the pragmatics of Japanese, which was held
future. She also introduced some of hethat language. Yoshihiro  Nishimitst
recent thoughts orfloose adjacency Yoshinao Najima, Takuro Moriyama ai
Shigehiro Kato discussed themplications of

This Sunday plenary address biaruhiko pragmatics  for  Japanese  languag

Yamaguchiwas an intriguing glimpse into education.
the way dictimaries are currently compilec

in Japan and the interplay between In addition to these panels, there weedso

semantics and pragmatics throughout th: two featured workshops; &€ Adata session
process. The conference wrapped up with led by Jean Wong and an introduction f
captivating plenary address fronongtime Narrative Analysis by Michael Bamber
SIG membeCarol Rinnerentitled, 3Whose Both of these workshops werewell

Pragmatic Norms? Culéting attended.

Multicompetent Language UseétsRinnert

stressed that monolingugdragmaticnorms ZE ol EIMTEE I ES HiE [FEEEr Sl [Fes

. presentations that demonstrated the
are no longer appropriate for languag
teaching but instead both L1 and L.

speakers should be consciously engaged

incredible variety of research that i
currently beingconducted into pragmatics
in language learning contexts. While thel

crosscultural interaction, in order to - .
are far too many to list in detail, swe of the

achieve pagmatic multicompetence

topics included gender, speech act
There was also a wide selection of par pragmatic appropriateness, fluency, silenc
sessions to choose from. Eric Haus emergent literacy, recipiency, discours
convened a panel orongitudinal CA in markers and narrative roles. With
which each of the five speakers investigatt dedicated timeslot of their own, the poste
changes in lea® Niktéaction across time. presentations in particular were very we
In Noriko Ishihar@® panel on instructional received, generating plenty of livel
pragmatics five university educators discussion and often giving the presente
discussed how thewymcorporated pragmatics more extensive feedback on their work tha
into their L2 teacher educatiorourses. The would be possible in a traditional pape
panel featured a Skype link to Camill presentation. A full list of presentations i
Vasquez at the University of South Floric available on the PLL18 website, and
who was unable to attenthe conference in selecton of these studies will be publishe
person. Another panel convened bponna in the PLL13 volume, which is due out
Fujimoto looked at the interactional 2012.

In addition to the three plenary
sessionsthe PLL18 conference
featured 178 presentations, including
121 paper presentations40 poster
presentations and four panel sessions.

m Posters
m Papers

Panel papers

The presentations were broadly
classified into severopicstrands
whichincluded

Developmental pragmatics
Theory and methodology
Assessment of pragmatics

Pragmatics and Language
education

L2 talk and/or text

Computer Mediated
Communication

Other topics




Social progra

According to the 43 feedback forms we
received, most of the conference
participants originally heard about
PLL18 via the websitan email

message or via a posting on the Linguis
List, which underscores the

Theirgeneral impression of the
conference was very high (4.5 out of 5)
and 90% of the respondents were keen
to attend another PLL conference in thg
future. Some felt, however, that 25
minutes for paper presentations was
too short, and the conference
handbook could have been more user

At any conference, grhaps almost as dinner. Conference participants enjoyed [EUCISIAGARURUCEES LTI

advantageof the early bird reduced

important as the presentations themselve variety of Japanese dishes including origir [ e R e

is the social program, which give handmade tofu recipes.

researchers a chance to meet others wt
are working in theiffield or to ask questions
to presenters in a more relaxed setting. Tt
Kabe PLLconferencefeatured a number of
different social events, including a welcornr
reception, a ticketed dinner and a variety (
free pre-conference tours.

The preconference walking tours of Kob
were organized by undegraduate students
as part of theifEnglish course. Each group
students researched a local area, designe!
short walking tour and wrote an Englis
description of the tour for the conference
website. They then responded to oversei
conference participants by email and mac
all the necesary arrangements to show
them the city sights. Ais was a rare
opportunity for students to carry out
challenging English task that ha
consequences in the real world. Conferen
goers also appreciated the chancedmeet
the localg and experience annfamiliarcity
from their perspective.

The evening dinners, on the other han
were a time to talk with other pragmaticy
researchersThe welcome reception at Kob
University

The Shushinkan Sake Brewery in Nkda
was the venue for the Sunday eveni

GTheorganization in the presentations
rooms was excellent, as was the
organization of the conference in
general. Thank yoa{A UK professor
from Hiroshima)

6Having lots of water freely available
onsite was nicé(An American
professorfrom Kyoto)

dt®@ been areat,enrichingand
stimulating conferenceQle really
enjoyed i€ (A Vietnamese professor
from Singapore)

0All staff and helpers were brilliarit{A
graduate student from the UK)

0Great price: extremely wetling
(Graduate student from New Zealand

Although the PLL conference does not have a proceedings the
fully peerreviewed book that makes available a selection of the &
papers that were presented at the conference. Th& ¢8lume in

that series will be based on papers from the Kobe emice and will
be edited by Tim Greer, Carsten Roever and Donna Tatsuki. Due t
published this book should be available in time for the next PLL
conference, which will be held in Indianapafis2012.

Although earlier volumes in this series are nogenin print, Volume
11 (BardhovHarlig et al 2006) and Volume 12 (Kasper et al, 2010)
are available online via Amazon, or directly from the University of
HawaiR




A wordof thanks from to thecommittee

The Program Chairs would like to recognize all the hard work of those w
volunteered to make the conference such a huge success.

included Bruno Vannie
Greg Sholdt

Program Chairs (Tim Greer, Donna Tats Pinter Gabor, Richard Harrison and Emi

incredible amount of logistical planning Committee

Early discussions began in 2006, when t (Registration), (Treasure
and Yuri Kite) were first approached abo Nakai (Techica), Takeo Uto and Donni
holding the conference in Kobe. Since ea Fujimoto (Social program), Kazuhito Yame
of them was closely involved with thit(Access)and Paul Cibulka (Graphic desigr
Pragmatics SIG, ihade sense that the SIC This group worked tirelessly throughout th
would become one of the cbosts. From first semester to prepare for the conference
that
volunteers made up of SIG members alhours to make sure everything wen
Kobe Universitystaff and students helped smoothly during the threelay conference.

point on, an extensive team o and gave up their valuable eraf-semester

put together the conference.
With their Samuai Blue ¥shirts, perhaps

It began with the vetting of submissions the most visible members of the organizir
which took place in early 2010. We than committee were thel9 student volunteers
those SIG members around the country wt from Kobe University.Made up of both
took time to help out with that task there Japanese and international students fro
are too many to name here, but you various faculties, it was the first timeost

contributionsaretruly valued. of them had even attended an academic

conference. Many of the participants

After the list of presenters had been settlec

commented favorably onthe student

L7E (FELX if fRpisiny) e el (e senig volunteer) friendly attitude and the

E0 e GeIlEEnEE EOnInEnEEt] will i efficient help they offered whether it was

site committee beginning its job in earnes directing people from one building tc
another or simply keeping the bottled wate

s table replenished
dedicated team, most of whom had neve

organized a conference of thssalebefore.

As Site Chair, Tim Greer oversaw the ent

conference and coordinetl a
Our thanks also go to the following peopl
whose valuable assistance helped make t
conference a success; Dean Masayuki K
Satoshi Asano, Prof. Yoshihiro Nishimu

Deborah Masterson anr. Bill Perry.

Behind the scenes, Mio Tanaka, 8 Yeear

undergrad student from Kobe University
was the life pulse of the conference, settir
up a database of participants, and handlir
everything from to flower arrangements It wasa pleasure and privileg® be part of

Often her negotiations werearried out in this dynamic teamOf course, the outcome
not two butthree languages, and they wer¢ of all this hard work is that the importanci
always accomplished with the utmost of pragmatics, discourse, and language

professionalism She devoted herself use has been recognized and reaffirmed
completely to the conference during the ways that will resonate within the languag
three months leading up to Julyand teaching community here idapan for years
astonished us with her organizational skills to come.

An eveat of this magnitude requires ar Other integral members of the Sit(&

Regjstration

PLL18 was the first time many of us hag
ever organized a major international
conference, so there were so many
things that had to be learned in a very
short period of time. Emails concerning
logistical issues, practical decisions ang
financial compromisewere flying back
and forth during the weeks and months
leading up to the conference, but
ultimately the experience was well
worth it.

The process of preparing for the
conference taught us all a lot; about
the skills we hold as individuals and as
team, alout how to work with different
types of people, and about finding
solutions to the challenges that faced
us. Throughout it all, the teamchieved
a sense of camaradertbat made all
the hard work worthwhile, and has in
fact extended well beyond the
conference itself.

Kobe University Associate Professor
Kazuhito Yamato told me this
conference was full of firsts for him; the
first time he had helped organize an
international conference and the first
time he had delivered a paper in
English. Among the manyikk he
developed was the ability to negotiate
with others, both in English (during the
conference) and in Japanese (such as
with the university office staff)

A student in the Masters program at
Kobe UniversityAnna Bordilovskaya
served as a volunteer #te

conference. Sheaid,dt was a great
experiencefor me to workat this
conferencel tried my best and | hope |
haven't messed up a lot my part of the
job. I've made a lot of new friends and
even some academic contacts thanks tg
PLL1&







